
Fall 2017Inside...
2 Parent Resource Place Services
2 Community Services Directory
3 Frogstreet Family Letter
4 Parent Resource Place Calendar
5 Get to know your parent educator
5 Parent Resource Place Guidelines
6 ABC Group Upcoming Event Info
6 Spider Cracker Snacks
7 Tips for times of transition
7 Local Library Events
8 FUN: It’s what we do!

www.RenewalUnlimited.net

Dodge County Parent Resource Place

Community Kids
Welcome to Frogstreet!

See more on Page 3

Renewal Unlimited, Inc. is thrilled 
to announce an exciting new curricu-
lum for their centers and playgroups. 
Head Start and Early Head Start pro-
grams will be adopting the fun filled 
curriculum “Frogstreet.” This com-
prehensive infant to pre-K program is 
written and designed by leading Early 
Childhood Specialists. It is a highly en-
gaging program that embraces joyful 
learning, intentionality of instruction, 
conscious discipline and bilingual in-
struction. Your children will be singing, 
dancing, and exploring science, math 
and literacy with puppet pals, Lily, 
Fanny, Max and Fernando each week 
at playgroup and daily in the centers. 
This program is research based, child 
centered and outcome focused. Your 
child will have the opportunity to 
participate in a program designed to 
build a strong educational foundation 
to ensure they are ready for school. 

Included in the Frogstreet cur-
riculum is an award winning pro-
gram called “Conscious Discipline” 

designed by Dr. Becky Bailey. This 
program helps Parent Educators, 
Teachers, parents and children cope 
with daily stressors, self regulation, 
communication and problem solving 
skills. Conscious discipline also pro-
vides emotional support as children 
learn to take on the challenges of the 
world around them. 

If you would like to learn more 
about Conscious Discipline and have 
a chance to preview the curriculum, 
please join us on August 17th at the 
Wintergreen Resort and Conference 
Center in Wisconsin Dells from 6:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. This promises to be a 
fun-filled event for all parents of Head 
Start children. Current Head Start and 
Early Head Start parents will also be 
reimbursed for mileage and child care 
to attend this exciting event!

Our Teachers and Parent Educators 
are excited to answer your questions 
and introduce you to Lily and her pup-
pet friends. We think your family is go-
ing to love Frogstreet!



2          Community Kids  •  Dodge County  •  Fall 2017

Beaver Dam Community Hospital
For all questions or to register call 
The Wellness Department at (920) 887-4191
BREASTFEEDING CLASS 
Fee: $10/Mom and support person per class
Tuesdays 6-8 p.m.; Sept. 5, Oct. 3, Nov. 14, Dec. 12.  
Our International Board Certified Lactation Consultant 
will share information to help you and your baby get the 
best start for breast feeding. Topics include: benefits of 
breastfeeding, baby’s instinctive behaviors after birth, 
how to position and latch, what to expect the early days 
and beyond, early skin to skin between mom and baby 
and its effect on breastfeeding, some early challenges 
with breastfeeding, what to do if baby doesn’t latch, 
and more. Since all moms and babies are not the same, 
moms are given information and encouraged to do what 
works best for them with ongoing support from staff at 
BDCH. Please call the O.B. department at 920-887-4007 
for information. No limit to enrollment. **Outpatient 
lactation visits are available after discharge for no 
charge. Call Lactation Office at 920-887-4021 to make 
appointment
FAMILY AND FRIENDS CPR
Beaver Dam Community Hospital offers Free Family 
and Friends CPR classes. Class covers basic adult/child/
infant CPR and choking. If interested, call 920-887-5926 
for more information and to register. 
PREPARING FOR CHILDBIRTH (2-CLASS SERIES)
Fee: $45/Mom and support person for 2-class series. 
Mondays 6-8:30 p.m.; Aug. 7 & 14; Sept. 11 & 18; Oct. 2 
& 9; Nov. 6 &13. Our certified, experienced childbirth in-
structors will teach you and your support person ways to 
enhance your comfort and decision making during your 
hospital stay. The series covers the labor and delivery 
process, relaxation, and pain management techniques 
for a healthy and comfortable birthing experience. You 
will also learn to recognize physical and behavioral char-
acteristics of your newborn. Along with learning infant 

feeding choices and cord care, you will learn measures 
you can take to ensure your family’s health and safety. 6 
Couple limit, fills quickly. Please call the O.B. department 
at 920-887-4007 to register or ask questions. 

Beaver Dam Community Food Pantry
134 S. Spring St., Beaver Dam; 920-885-9559 
We are a private not-for-profit organization which op-
erates a variety of State and Federal Programs to assist 
low-income families in becoming self sufficient and help 
our communities grow and prosper. The Food Pantry is 
available to serve residents from Beaver Dam, Lowell, 
and Reeseville who are income eligible based on Pov-
erty Guidelines. Clients can utilize the Food Pantry one 
time per month on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 
the hours of 1:30 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. The Mobile Pantry 
serves all of Dodge County and is open every second 
Saturday of the month. Sign-up is at 9:30 a.m. and distri-
bution is from 10–11 a.m. We also offer rental assistance 
to qualifying single and families in crisis situations.

Columbus Community Hospital
A NEW BABY FOR US
This special class is designed for children expecting a 
new sibling. Your child or children will learn about new 
babies and how they can help with their new brother or 
sister. Children will see a video and tour the Women’s & 
Childbirth Services department. Each child should bring 
a stuffed animal or doll and at least one parent to the 
class. Cost: Free. To schedule an appointment contact 
the Education Department at 920-623-1276.
CHILDBIRTH CLASSES
The Series is designed for the first-time parent/parents. 
The focus of the class is to help the mother and support 
person work as a team and to help you understand 
the pregnancy. You will learn relaxation techniques to 
make this the kind of delivery you can look back on 
and appreciate. Babycare and Breastfeeding included. 
Cost: Free. To schedule an appointment contact the 
Education Department at 920-623-1276.
CAR SEAT CHECKS
Car seat checks offered by a certified/trained RN. These 

car seat checks are offered free by appointment only. 
To schedule an appointment contact the Education 
Department at 920-623-1276.

Energy Services for Dodge County
107 Henry St., Suite 1, Beaver Dam • 1-800-506-5596
Are high energy costs getting you dawn? The Home 
Energy Plus Program may help! To schedule an appoint-
ment call 1-800-506-5596.

Harambee Village
Pregnancy, Childbirth, & Postpartum Care 
Harambee Village is a community based organization 
committed to mothers, babies, and families. The 
word “Harambee (Har-ahm-bay)” is our name and our 
mission; it means “Let’s Pull Together” in the Swahili 
language. We pull people together for the good of our 
community by connecting mothers in pregnancy with 
doulas who provide support throughout pregnancy 
and beyond. The doula model of care includes emo-
tional and physical support, respects cultural and so-
cial needs, and offers educational resources to foster 
informed decision making. We provide a safe space 
for mothers to have access to the support, compas-
sion, and health care they deserve. Email: villageofha-
rambee@gmail.com. Call or text: 608-535-9525 

WIC (Women, Infants, and Children)
Are food bills getting you down? WIC is a nutrition and 
education program designed to meet the needs of 
pregnant, breastfeeding, and postpartum women up 
to 6 months, and infants and children up to age five. 
WIC provides nutrition and breastfeeding information, 
supplements nutritious foods, and makes referrals 
to other health and nutrition services. A family with a 
post-partum woman, infant, and two children under 
the age of five could receive a food package worth 
$300 per month. Working families, farm families, and 
self-employed families are encouraged to apply. Income 
guidelines are quite generous. A family of four can make 
up to $3,739 per month and meet income guidelines. 
For more information call 920-386-3680.

Directory of 
Community Services

Services Available At The Parent Resource Place

Warmline:  
Parents can use this opportunity to call center staff 
and discuss child and family issues. All calls are 
confidential! Call 1-800-453-5831 toll free, or 920-
887-7503 local.

Newsletter:  
Contains our most recent schedules and other 
family information. It is distributed quarterly to 
interested parties. Call if you’d like to be added to 
the mailing list - please leave your name, address, 
phone number, and e-mail.

Early Head Start/Head Start:  
Provides activities and home visits for income eligi-
ble families with expecting parents and/or children 
up to five years of age. Call for an application.

Play Groups:  
Loosely structured parent/child interaction time 
for families with children Birth – Kindergarten. 
Thursdays from 9-11 a.m. Snack is provided.  No 
registration required. Please see Page 4 for specific 
dates.

Resource Library:  
Filled with toys, games, books, and videos 
to borrow and take home for up to three 
weeks.

ABC Group for Child Care Providers:  
This meeting is for child care providers 
to hear topics of interest and offer others 
support. The presentations qualify for 
continuing education hours. Registry cer-
tificates are distributed. Come, meet other 
providers, and gather new information! We 
typically meet once a month, and groups 
are held at the Parent Resource Place 
in Beaver Dam unless otherwise noted. 
Please see page 6 for more details.

Parent Trainings: A monthly educational 
opportunity for families to come and learn 
more about various aspects of parenting. 
Specific topics, as well as dates and times, 
vary from month to month. Light snack and 
child care are typically provided. 

All services and programs 
offered by the Parent 

Resource Place are free!
The Parent Resource Place  

is a collaborative community 
project supported by:

Head Start & Early Head Start 
Beaver Dam Community Hospital 

Community Volunteers and Organizations

920 S. University Avenue 
Beaver Dam, WI 53916

(lower level of Beaver Dam Church of Christ)
920-887-7503 • 1-800-453-5831 

ParentResourcePlace@renewalunlimited.net 
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

920 S. University Ave., Beaver Dam, WI 53916
(lower level of Beaver Dam Church of Christ)

920-887-7503 • 1-800-453-5831 
ParentResourcePlace@renewalunlimited.net 

Hours by  
appointment

ABC Group: Quality 
Improvement through 

YoungStar  
7 p.m.

Play group
9-11 a.m.

ABC Group: Gardening with 
Children, 7 p.m.

ABC Group: DCF 250/251  
Child Care Licensing Rules, 

Question & Answer 
7 p.m.

Play group
9-11 a.m.

Play group
9-11 a.m.

Play group
9-11 a.m.

Play group
9-11 a.m.

Play group
9-11 a.m.

Play group
9-11 a.m.

Play group
9-11 a.m.

Play group
9-11 a.m.

Play group
9-11 a.m.

Play group
9-11 a.m.

Play
group

9-11 a.m.

Car seat safety checks! Available by appointment by a certified 
Child Passenger Safety Technician. Call: 920-887-7503



Fall 2017  •  Dodge County  •  Community Kids          5

Thanks to our  
Community Partners:

Beaver Dam  
Community Hospital

and
Dodge County 
UW-Extension

Renewal Unlimited - Parent Resource Place is about parent-child 
interactions. Parents are responsible for their children at the center.

To ensure that your child is your top priority while you are here, please 
limit cell phone use to emergencies only!

No outside food or beverages allowed.

Our services are for families with expectant parents and/or children 
through kindergarten age.

Physical punishment – in ANY form – is not allowed.

Please speak with a staff member if you have questions.  
Thank you in advance for your cooperation!

Renewal Unlimited  
Parent Resource Place  

Guidelines
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Jenny Greiling, Parent Educator
Hi, I’m Jenny Greiling, a Parent Educator for Dodge County. I re-
ceived my Education degree from the University of Wisconsin-River 
Falls. I have been a Parent Educator for three years, and before that 
I worked in the classroom as a Special Education Assistant for 10 
years. My favorite part of home visiting is getting to know the fami-
lies and their children and hearing them say they have used the in-
formation I have shared with them. I have four grown children and 
seven grandchildren and enjoy spending time with them whenever 
I can. I also enjoy playing the piano and being outside with our dog. 

Amy Luebke, Parent Educator Supervisor
I’m Amy Luebke, I started with Renewal Unlimited last February 
as a Parent Educator Supervisor. I am a former Teacher and Social 
Worker. I graduated from UWSP with degrees in Psychology and El-
ementary Education-20 years apart! I am just thrilled to be working 
for such an impressive organization. Every day I learn something 
new and interesting about my job. I work with a group of phenome-
nal staff. Working with families and young children is a very reward-
ing experience and I feel privileged every time a family allows me to 
be a part of their day. In my free time, you’ll find me kayaking with 
my two little dogs, sewing, traveling with my husband or visiting 
with my two daughters. I can’t wait to see where my new career 
takes me!

Laurie Paul, Parent Educator
Hi! My name is Laurie, and I am a Parent Educator for Dodge Coun-
ty. I received my degree in Social Work/Social Welfare from Con-
cordia University. I have been with the Head Start program for 25 

years. I previously was the Teacher Director for the Beaver Dam 
Head Start Center. I am looking forward to another exciting year. I 
enjoy working with children and families. In my spare time I enjoy 
reading, puzzles, and visiting my sons, daughter-in-law, and two 
grandchildren plus other extended family. 

Pam Ruenger, Parent Educator
Hi, my name is Pam, and I am a Parent Educator for the Head Start/
Early Head Start Home Visiting Program. I received my degree in 
Social Work from Marian College. For the past 23 years I have had 
the honor to be able to work with families in their homes. I especial-
ly enjoy the family involvement offered in this program. In my free 
time, you will find me with my family cheering on my son’s basket-
ball team, exploring nature, or just hanging out with friends. For my 
alone time, I enjoy gardening. 

Shelley Storhoff, Parent Educator
Hi! My name is Shelley Storhoff, and I am one of the Parent Educa-
tors for the Head Start/Early Head Start program at Renewal Unlim-
ited - Parent Resource Place. I received my degree in Special Edu-
cation from UW-Oshkosh, and I have been with Renewal Unlimited 
for 20 years. My ‘non-work’ time is primarily spent involved with 
my own children’s activities at school or on the baseball field, bas-
ketball court, or volleyball court. Working with families with young 
children reminds me that every parent has his or her own unique 
style and traits to contribute to our experiences together! I strongly 
believe that each parent is the most important teacher that their 
child will ever have, and my goal as a Parent Educator is to help de-
velop a parent’s confidence to be the best teacher he or she can be!

Getting to know your Parent Educator
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This monthly meeting is for child care providers to hear 
topics of interest and offer others support. The presentations 
qualify for continuing education hours. Registry certificates 
are distributed. Come, meet other providers, and gather new 
information! All groups are held at the Parent Resource Place 
in Beaver Dam unless otherwise noted. Contact Shelley.

SEPTEMBER 18 

Focusing on Quality Improvement  
within your Child Care Program 
through YoungStar
Amanda Ehlert - YoungStar Coordinator  
and Early Childhood Specialist, 4-C
This presentation will provide consultation overview for programs 
participating in YoungStar Technical Assistance. The 2017-2018 
Evaluation Criteria document will be reviewed, as well as infor-
mation for obtaining an Environmental Rating Scale observation. 
Participants will better understand the Even and Odd year ratings, 
off-year service opportunities for receiving Micro-grant funds, and 
how to earn the new points in the Health and Well-being section.

OCTOBER 17 

DCF 250/251 Child Care Licensing 
Rules, Question and Answer
Amber Corbit & Cindy Cotter–Child Care Licensing 
Specialist & Program Supervisor, Department of  
Children and Families
Staff from DCF will be presenting a question and answer session 
about DCF 250 and DCF 251, child care licensing rules. Please 
submit your questions to Shelley by October 3! This will help 
DCF staff address your questions and prepare resources and 
handouts that will be beneficial for the important work you do.

NOVEMBER 16 

Gardening with Children:  
Green Thumbs and Growing Minds
Sarah Cournoyer – Youth Services Librarian,  
Beaver Dam Community Library
Learn how gardens foster curiosity, provide STEM opportunities, 
and engage children’s senses. Whether you have a small space or 
a large space, you can scale a garden to it. Come away with ideas, 
activities, and resources.

4-C Resources on the Road –  
coming to ABC Group!

We are excited to share information on a new program at 4-C 
called Resources on the Road. Resources on the Road is a new 
FREE program for early childhood professionals as well as fam-
ilies with young children. Resources on the Road allows 4-C to 
bring the 4-C Resource Room on the road. Participants may check 
out early childhood materials such as toy kits, activity backpacks, 
storytime backpacks, big books, book kits, and resource books 
on a monthly basis. The lending program is entirely free of charge 
(unless optional trainings or supplies are requested/purchased). 
4-C Resources on the Road will begin coming to the Renewal 
Unlimited ABC Group on September 18 and will be available just 
before the regular meeting starts.

Ingredients:
Round crackers such as Ritz
Pretzel Sticks
Cream Cheese
Raisins

Instructions:
Spread cream cheese on one side of the cracker so it’s thick enough to hold the pretzels in place.
Break pretzel sticks in half and use 8 for legs.
On another other cracker spread a thin layer of cream cheese on one side to sandwich with the other cracker. 
Dip two raisins in the cream cheese and stick to one side of cracker.
Note: Use more sticks to make a sun

Spider  
Cracker Snacks
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Beaver Dam Community Library
311 N. Spring St., Beaver Dam, WI 53916
www.cityofbeaverdam.com/library
Contact: Sarah Cournoyer, Youth Services Librarian
920-887-4631  •  scournoyer@mwfls.org 

Fall Storytimes:  
Mondays: 10 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. 

September 11 through December 11

See www.cityofbeaverdam.com/library  
or Facebook page for other programs  

for children and families.

Beaver Dam Community Library Information Be sure to join us for...

Play  
Groups

...At the Parent Resource Place!

Thursdays 
9-11 aM

A loosely structured interaction 
time for families with children 

Birth - Kindergarten.  
No registration is required.

Snack is provided!

The Parent Resource Place has an AccuCut die 
cutting machine on site available to the public. 
Bring your own materials (paper, felt, cardboard, 
foam) and let your creative side shine!

You can check out our library materials in our 
lending library. Come in during our regular hours 
and find what you’d like!

Love and Logic books, CDs & DVDs

1-2-3 Magic books & CDs  •  Baby Einstein DVDs

Self-help, cooking, and parenting books

Puzzles, board books, and other educational toys

What’s  
available at the  

Parent Resource 
Place?

Transition
No matter the nature of the 

transition, here are some steps 
you may want to consider:

Plan Ahead.  Help your child anticipate that there will 
be a change. As much as possible, allow plenty of time. For 
your child engrossed in an activity, talk to your child about 
what’s going to happen, when and what is expected. 

Focus on the positive. If it is a change in daily rou-
tine, find ways to make it fun. Perhaps you will be able to 
keep some of the familiar. For a young child, keeping a fa-
vorite toy or blanket with him/her when separated from 
you will not be a sign of weakness. As your child matures, 
s/he will rely less on it until it is just a memory. If it will be 
a difficult experience, predict the positive things that will 
happen after the transition.

Check your own response. It still holds true that chil-
dren do as their beloved adults do. Allow for mistakes in both 
yourself and your child as you learn on this changing jour-
ney of life together. (One of our favorite books is The Kissing 
Hand by Audrey Penn. I encourage you to read it with your 
child as you enter a transition.)     —Gail Bergeson

All ages invited to 

enjoy rollicking reads  

and engaging  

activities that foster  

a love of books and  

the library.



Parent Resource Place
c/o Renewal Unlimited
2900 Red Fox Run
Portage, WI  53901
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